The New York Pathological Society recently received a report of two cases in which substances left in the abdominal cavity after operation had perforated the intestines.
In one case a piece of gauze had been used to lightly pack the pelvis, after total extirpation of the uterus and adnexa for cancer of the uterus. The house surgeon had been instructed to remove the tampon per vaginam three days after the operation, but it was not noted that in doing this he had inserted a fresh piece.
Although the patient recovered perfectly from the operation she suffered from gx-iping pain and constipation, and after about two months she passed a strip of gauze with a faecal evacuation, after which the constipation and pain entirely disappeared.
The other case was one of abdominal hysterectomy for fibromyoma.
After the operation constant pain was complained of between the umbilicus and the epigastrium, where a swelling ultimately developed which appeared to consist of adherent coils of intestine.
After many months she died soon after an opera- 
